CHEVRAH TORAH…5777
MUSSAR Teaching to Transform the Text & Our Lives

Terumah—Exodus 26:1-14
…Key KOSHI…
WHY does the Mishkan warrant a covering above its covering?

WHAT does the Mishkan design teach us about our approach to Holiness/the Holy One ?

P’SHAT…StudyingTorah—Encountering The Word—The Will—The ONE
The truly wise individual is not one who has achieved wisdom but a talmid chacham—a wise student…one who is
constantly learning—including by observing and reflecting on what can be learned from other people.

26:1 As for the tabernacle, make it of ten strips of
cloth; make these of fine twisted linen, of blue,
purple, and crimson yarns, with a design of
cherubim worked into them. 2] The length of
each cloth shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the
width of each cloth shall be four cubits, all the
cloths to have the same measurements. 3] Five of
the cloths shall be joined to one another. 4] Make
loops of blue wool on the edge of the outermost
cloth of the one set; and do likewise on the edge of
the outermost cloth of the other set: 5] make fifty
loops on the one cloth, and fifty loops on the edge
of the end cloth of the other set, the loops to be
opposite one another. 6] And make fifty gold
clasps, and couple the cloths to one another with
the clasps, so that the tabernacle becomes one
whole.
7] You shall then make cloths of goats’ hair for a
tent over the tabernacle; make the cloths eleven in
number. 8] The length of each cloth shall be thirty
cubits, and the width of each cloth shall be four
cubits, the eleven cloths to have the same
measurements. 9] Join five of the cloths by
themselves, and the other six cloths by
themselves; and fold over the sixth cloth at the
front of the tent. 10] Make fifty loops on the edge
of the outermost cloth of the one set, and fifty
loops on the edge of the cloth of the other set.

 וְ ֶאת־הַ ִמּ ְשׁ ָ ֥כּן ַ ֽתּע ֶ ֲ֖שׂה ֶע֣שֶׂ ר ְי ִרי ֹ֑עת ֵ ֣שׁשׁ1
וּת ֵ ֤כ ֶלת וְ ַא ְרגּ ָָמ ֙ן וְ ת ַ ֹ֣לעַ ת ָשׁ ֔ ִני
ְ מָ ְשׁ ֗ ָזר
2
�א ֶר
ֹ ֣ :ֲשׂה א ָ ֹֽתם
֥ ֶ ֲשׂה ח ֵ ֹ֖שׁב ַ ֽתּע
֥ ֵ כְּ רֻ ִ ֛בים ַ ֽמע
ם ָ ֽבּ ַא ֔ ָמּה
֙ יע֣ה ָ ֽה ַא ֗ ַחת ְשׁמֹנֶ ֤ה וְ עֶ ְשׂ ִרי
ָ ׀ הַ ְי ִר
יעה ָ ֽה ֶא ָ ֑חת ִמ ָ ֥דּה
֖ ָ וְ ֹ֨רחַ ֙ב ַא ְר ַבּ֣ע ָ ֽבּ ַא ֔ ָמּה הַ יְ ִר
 חֲ ֵ ֣משׁ הַ ְי ִרי ֹ֗עת3 :ַא ַ ֖חת ְלכָל־הַ ְי ִרי ֹֽעת
חבְ ֹ֔רת ִא ָ ֖שּׁה ֶאל־אֲ ח ָ ֹ֑תהּ וְ ָח ֵ ֤משׁ
ֹ ֽ ִ ֽתּ ְה ֨ ֶיי ָ֙ן
4
ית
ָ  וְ עָ ֜ ִשׂ:חבְ ֹ֔רת ִא ָ ֖שּׁה ֶאל־אֲ ח ָ ֹֽתהּ
ֹ ֽ ְ֙י ִריעֹת
את ְתּ ֵ֗כ ֶלת ַע֣ל ְשׂ ַ ֤פת הַ ְי ִריעָ ֙ה ָ ֽה ֶא ֔ ָחת
ֹ ֣ ֻ ֽל ְל
יעה
ָ ֔ ִמ ָקּ ָ ֖צה ַ ֽבּח ָ ֹ֑ב ֶרת וְ ֵ ֤כן ַ ֽתּעֲשֶׂ ֙ה בִּ ְשׂ ַפ֣ת ַה ְי ִר
 חֲ ִמ ִ ֣שּׁים5 :הַ ִ ֣קּיצוֹ ֔ ָנה בַּ מַּ ְח ֶ ֖בּ ֶרת ַהשֵּׁ נִ ֽית
ת וַ ֽחֲ ִמ ִ ֣שּׁים
֒ ָיע֣ה ָ ֽה ֶאח
ָ את ַ ֽתּעֲשֶׂ ֘ה בַּ ְי ִר
ֹ ֗ ֻ ֽל ָל
יעה אֲ ֶ ֖שׁר
ָ ֔ את ַ ֽתּעֲשֶׂ ה֙ בִּ ְק ֵ ֣צה ַה ְי ִר
ֹ ֗ ֻ ֽל ָל
את ִא ָ ֖שּׁה
ֹ ֔ בַּ מַּ ְח ֶ ֣בּ ֶרת הַ שֵּׁ נִ ֑ית מַ ְק ִבּי�ת֙ הַ ֻ ֣לּ ָל
ית חֲ ִמ ִ ֖שּׁים ַק ְר ֵ ֣סי ָז ָ ֑הב
ָ  וְ עָ ֕ ִשׂ6 :ֶאל־אֲ ח ָ ֹֽתהּ
וְ ִחבַּ ְר ָ ֙תּ ֶאת־הַ ְי ִרי ֹ֜עת ִא ָ ֤שּׁה ֶאל־אֲ ח ָֹת ֙הּ
 פ:בַּ ְקּ ָר ֔ ִסים וְ ָהיָ ֥ה הַ ִמּ ְשׁ ָ ֖כּן ֶא ָ ֽחד
אהֶ ל עַ ל־הַ ִמּ ְשׁ ָ ֑כּן
ֹ ֖ ית ְי ִרי ֹ֣עת עִ ֔ ִזּים ְל
֙ ָ  וְ עָ ֨ ִשׂ7
�א ֶר
ֹ ֣ 8 :ֲשׂה א ָ ֹֽתם
֥ ֶ עַ ְשׁ ֵ ֽתּי־עֶ ְשׂ ֵ ֥רה ְי ִרי ֹ֖עת ַ ֽתּע
ם ָ ֽבּ ַא ֔ ָמּה וְ ֹ֨רחַ ֙ב
֙ �שׁי
ִ יע֣ה ָ ֽה ַא ֗ ַחת ְשׁ
ָ ׀ הַ ְי ִר
יעה ָ ֽה ֶא ָ ֑חת ִמ ָ ֣דּה ַא ֔ ַחת
֖ ָ ַא ְר ַבּ֣ע ָ ֽבּ ַא ֔ ָמּה ַה ְי ִר
:לְעַ ְשׁ ֵ ֥תּי עֶ ְשׂ ֵ ֖רה ְי ִרי ֹֽעת

11] Make fifty copper clasps, and fit the clasps
into the loops, and couple the tent together so
that it becomes one whole. 12] As for the
overlapping excess of the cloths of the tent, the
extra half-cloth shall overlap the back of the
tabernacle, 13] while the extra cubit at either end
of each length of tent cloth shall hang down to the
bottom of the two sides of the Tabernacle and
cover it. 14] And make for the tent a covering of
tanned ram skins, and a covering of dolphin skins
above.

 וְ ִחבַּ ְר ֞ ָתּ ֶאת־חֲ ֵ ֤משׁ ַהיְ ִרי ֹע ֙ת ְל ֔ ָבד וְ ֶאת־9
יע֣ה
ָ ֵ ֥שׁשׁ הַ ְי ִרי ֹ֖עת ְל ָ ֑בד וְ ָ ֽכ ַפלְ ָ ֙תּ ֶאת־הַ ְי ִר
ֹ ֽ ל־מוּל פְּ נֵ ֥י ָה
֖ הַ ִשּׁ ֔ ִשּׁית ֶא
ית
ָ  וְ עָ ֜ ִשׂ10 :אהֶ ל
את ַע֣ל ְשׂ ַ ֤פת הַ ְי ִריעָ ֙ה ָ ֽה ֶא ֔ ָחת
ֹ ֗ חֲ ִמ ִ ֣שּׁים ֻ ֽל ָל
את ֚עַ ל
ֹ ֗ הַ ִ ֽקּיצֹנָ ֖ה ַ ֽבּח ָ ֹ֑ב ֶרת וַ ֽחֲ ִמ ִ ֣שּׁים ֻ ֽל ָל
11
ית
ָ  וְ עָ ִ ֛שׂ:יעה ַ ֽהח ֶ ֹ֖ב ֶרת הַ שֵּׁ נִ ֽית
ָ ֔ ְשׂ ַפ֣ת ַה ְי ִר
את ֶאת־
֤ ָ ֵח ֶשׁת חֲ ִמ ִ ֑שּׁים וְ ֵ ֽהב
ֹ ֖ ַק ְר ֵ ֥סי ְנ
אהֶ ל
ֹ ֖ ָאת וְ ִחבַּ ְר ָ ֥תּ ֶאת־ה
ֹ ֔ הַ ְקּ ָר ִסים֙ בַּ ֻ ֣לּ ָל
 וְ ֨ ֶס ַר ֙ח ָ ֽהע ֔ ֵֹדף ִ ֽבּ ִירי ֹ֖עת12 :וְ הָ יָ ֥ה ֶא ָ ֽחד
אהֶ ל חֲ ִ ֤צי הַ ְי ִריעָ ה֙ ָ ֽהע ֔ ֶֹדפֶת ִתּ ְס ַ ֕רח ַע֖ל
ֹ ֑ ָה
13
 וְ ָ ֽה ַא ֨ ָמּה ִמ ֜ ֶזּה וְ ָ ֽה ַא ָ ֤מּה:אֲ ח ֵֹר֥י הַ ִמּ ְשׁ ָ ֽכּן
אהֶ ל ִי ְה ֨ ֶיה
ֹ ֑ ָא ֶר� ְי ִרי ֹ֣עת ה
ֹ ֖ ְִמ ֶזּ ֙ה ָ ֽבּע ֔ ֵֹדף בּ
וּמזֶּ ֖ה
ִ סָ ֜רוּחַ עַ ל־צִ ֵ ֧דּי הַ ִמּ ְשׁ ָכּ֛ן ִמזֶּ ֥ה
אהֶ ל ֹע ֥ ֹרת
ֹ ֔  וְ עָ ִ ֤שׂי ָת ִמכְ סֶ ֙ה ָל14 :ְל ַכסּ ֹֽתוֹ
וּמכְ ֵ ֛סה ֹע ֥ ֹרת ְתּחָ ִ ֖שׁים
ִ ילם ְמ ָאדָּ ִ ֑מים
֖ ִ ֵא
:ְמעְ ָלה
ֽ ָ ִמל

REMEZ…Acquiring Torah…

When Torah penetrates our entire being, not just our seichel/intellect, this is the acquisition of Torah. –R’ Avi Fertig

v.1-2
As for the Mishkan, make it ten strips of cloth, of fine twisted linen…with a cherubim design worked into them
The length of each cloth shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each four, all the cloths to have the same measurement
RASHI… “ten strips of cloth…” To be a roof for it, as drapes over the exterior of the beams, as the
panels hung behind them to cover the Mishkan.
SARNA… “work of a cherubim design” apparently refers to a highly-specialized technique of weaving…
Yoma 72b records a difference of opinion, one view holding that double-faced weaving is intended—
appearing the same from both sides, the other view holding it has different designs…
IBN EZRA…The P’shat sense of a “worked design” is that it is neither woven nor embroidered, but uses the
same method as done today with silk…Some brainless people equate the 28 cubits with 28 stages of the
moon. Really, it is the 10 cloths that are important, since “You spread out the Heaven like a tent-cloth.” [Ps 104:2]
That is why the Holy of Holies was a perfect cube, 10x10x10.
MUNK… The ZOHAR follows the words of King Solomon in comparing the Temple to a walnut whose
surrounding shell protects the kernel inside, “I descended to a garden of walnut trees…” [Song of Songs 6:11] So with
the Mishkan, the most intense level of sanctity resides deep within, whereas the holiness of the larger
region which surrounds the center is reduced as one gets further away from the source of holiness.
GOTTLIEB-ZORNBERG… The definition of Mishkan is the space at the center…The architectural project is concerned
primarily with the use of space. A structure is not the walls but the habitable space defined by its walls. The nature of this
habitation is the crucial question. What is to happen at the heart of the mystery?... There is to be an emptiness, an absence
which defines the Sacred…In the heart of the Mishkan, covered over and over, is the absence of Sinai…Nothing is represented
there…Yet this uncanny absence constitutes its center…The space that opens to contain God, the space of desire.

And make fifty gold clasps, and couple the cloths to one another with the clasps, so the Mishkan becomes one whole.
SARNA… “v’hayah ha-Mishkan echad” The ten separate fabrics that cover the area that constitutes the
Holy of Holies and the Holy Place become a unified entity.
ETZ HAYIM…The Tabernacle is symbolic of the Israelites. They too are composed of many parts,
but they must form one harmonious whole.
ALTER…One need not read this sentence homiletically in order to see the power of this particular phrase.
All the instructions for the design of the Tabernacle—however much the learned interpreters have differed
in explaining the concrete architectural details—point to a perfect symmetry of interlocking parts, posts
fitting into sockets, clasps into loops…and the dimension of every component carefully measured.
v.7/9
You shall then make cloths of goats’ hair for a tent over the Tabernacle; make the cloths eleven in number….
Join five of the cloths by themselves, and the other six by themselves, and the sixth fold over at the front of the tent
SARNA… A coarser covering made of goats’ hair was to be laid above the linen fabric…The long fabric
was to be spread lengthwise over the entire area of the Tabernacle…The outermost strip, called the sixth,
which began at the entrance, was to be doubled over, thus leaving an overhang of 10 cubits on the north
and south sides. On the west side, this fabric, which was 12 cubits long, would trail along the ground.
RASHI…One half of the extra cloth hung down two cubits over the screen on the east side
opposite the entrance giving it the appearance of a bride modestly covering her face with a veil.
v.6

S’FORNO…The Mishkan itself was not to serve as a tent, but for the cherubim to envelop its interior. The goats’-hair
curtains, although not as sacred as the inner curtain…nonetheless represent levels of divinity which are diverse, hence
they were made in sections and coupled together.

v.14
And make for the tent a covering of tanned ram skins, and a covering of dolphin skins above.
RASHI…For that covering made of goats’ hair make yet another covering of rams’ hides, and again, above it,
a covering made of hides of techashim. Some say those two hide coverings were only above the roof, but their
length was the size of the entire Mishkan.
The ANCHOR BIBLE … “l’Ohel al Ha-Mishkan”…My rendering highlights the ambiguity of this infinitive
form, assuming though most other versions make it a noun, it is “to tent over the Tabernacle.”…It is clear
that the outer goat-hair curtain is called “the Tent…and is two-cubits wider than the inner-curtain…As for
v.12ff, Serach ha-Odef, rendered as “And the superfluous overhang of the Tent’s curtains, half shall hang over the Tent’s
back…and the remainder of the superfluity on the tent’s sides…” Note, the Romans often did just this to protect their
tents in winter, shielding the Tabernacle from the elements, and also making the interior even darker. .

D’RASH…Helping the Heart feel what the Mind understands …
“Who is rich? One who rejoices in what s/he has...” [Pirkei Avot, 4:1]
ALAN MORINIS… Generally speaking, the Sages made decrees that forbade
certain things that were actually permissible in order to keep us from getting close
to danger that lay just beyond them…The Hebrew word “D’var” that is part of this
current method of acquiring Torah can mean either “thing” or “word,” so some
interpret this particular method as making a fence around your words…Each of us
has cliffs to which we are drawn. For some it is sexual desire, for others wealth or
possessions, for others still, honor…Our rabbis taught: Build fences, but be careful
not to put the fence right at the edge of the cliff. Set it back a bit, so that if it does
happen you jump over it, you still have hope of taking further steps to save
yourself from a nasty fall. [With heart in Mind, pgs 151-153]
Rabbi MARC ANGEL… The purpose of the Mishkan, and later of the Temple in Jerusalem, was to
provide ritual to bring the worshipper closer to God. By entering the holy precinct, one was to feel its
sanctity, and so become spiritually uplifted….But the Mishkan/Temple/Synagogue service can become rote;
our approach stale…
Several years ago…my dear friend, Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo wrote an article about the relocation of
God. “Synagogues—whether Orthodox, Conservative or Reform—are no longer God’s primary residence.
Surely some of the worshippers are pious people who try to communicate with their Creator, but overall,
the majority have become religiously sterile and spiritually empty. So God is moving…to unconventional
minyanim, unaffiliated religious gatherings, Israeli cafes and community centers and atypical batei midrash.
The reason is obvious. In many of those places people are actually looking for Him. And that is what God
loves; not those who have already found Him and take God for granted. God is moving in with the young
people who have a sense He might be there but haven’t yet found Him.


































SOD…Helping the soul-light shine…
Practice focuses on recalibrating the soul-traits that are obstructing your soul’s light from shining into your l

Rabbi ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL…

Where is religion to be found?...It seems preposterous to regard religion as an isolated,
self-subsisting entity…Indeed, there is an inherent weakness of religion not to take
offense at the segregation of God, to forget that the true sanctuary has no walls. Religion
has often suffered from the tendency to become an end in itself, to seclude the holy…as if
the task were not to ennoble human nature, but to enhance the power and beauty of its
institutions…Religion has often done more to canonize prejudices than to wrestle for
truth; to petrify the sacred rather than to sanctify the secular…
To redirect the trend, we must lay bare what is involved in religious existence…
Theology has often suffered from a preoccupation with dogma, the content of believing.
Yet the questions: what happens within to bring about faith? What does it mean to
believe—all this may be called “depth theology.”
The theme of theology is the content of believing; the theme of depth theology is the act
of believing…Theology deals with facts; depth theology with moments. Theology

declares; depth theology evokes. Theology demands obedience and believing; depth
theology hopes for response and appreciation.
The vitality of religion depends upon keeping alive the polarity of doctrine and insight, of
dogma and faith, of ritual and response, of institution and individual…
…The world seems to have two faces. Living in one realm, it seems that the face of the
world is open to us; living in another realm, it is as if the world stood with its back to us.
Citizens of two realms, we must all sustain a dual allegiance: we sense the ineffable in
one realm, we exploit reality in the other. To maintain the right balance of meaning and
mystery, of stillness and utterance, of revelation and hidden Truth…seems to be the goal
of a religious existence…
The sense of Mystery gives grandeur to the mind and fertility to the soul. We cripple
man’s character, we injure his soul, by pretending there are no depths in reality…
Sensitivity to living with the Mystery is the essence of human dignity. It is the soil in
which our consciousness has its root, ands out of which a sense of meaning is derived…
…The elements of depth theology are those situations in which the door to ultimate
significance is not locked, in which the mystery is not obscured. These elements are acts
of wonder and awe, a sense of indebtedness, moments of embarrassment and moments of
being that are pregnant with meaning, acts of meaning and luminous moments of insight.
…We are pregnant with a thought for which we have no image. We are endowed with a
song which we cannot utter, with a word we do not know how to spell. Then we open a
Psalm, and there is a song and the Word…The song grows within us. We pour it into a
deed; we fashion it into words, but the song is never exhausted…
There is abundance of love in God’s concealment. Yet, no covering can deceive a heart
[“Depth Theology,” in The Insecurity of Freedom, AJH, pgs 115-125]
drunk with joy…

…PRACTICE…
Looking in:
CONSIDER:
WHAT fence in your life have you built? WHAT is the desire at its center?
WHAT fences do we construct that cover the Sacred?
HOW do they help/hinder our depth connection with the Divine?
WHAT might it mean to put a door in your fence to enter The HOLY?

