CHEVRAH TORAH…5777
MUSSAR Teaching to Transform the Text & Our Lives

Tetzaveh—Exodus 27:20-28:5
…Key KOSHI…

WHY is this the only par’sha [since his birth until his death] that does not mention Moses by name?

WHAT does his absence teach us about his leadership, his presence,
and the nature of presence/Presence in/beyond this life? ?

P’SHAT…StudyingTorah—Encountering The Word—The Will—The ONE
The truly wise individual is not one who has achieved wisdom but a talmid chacham—a wise student…one who is constantly
learning—including by observing and reflecting on what can be learned from other people.

27:20] You shall further instruct the Israelites to
bring you clear oil of beaten olives for lightin, for
kindling lamps regularly. 21] Aaron and his sons
shall set them up in the Tent of Meeting, outside
the curtain which is over [the Ark of] the Pact, [to
burn] from evening to morning before the
Eternal. It shall be a due from the Israelites for all
time, throughout the ages.
28:1] You shall bring forward your brother Aaron,
with his sons, from among the Israelites, to serve
Me as priests: Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron. 2] Make sacral
vestments for your brother Aaron, for dignity and
adornment. 3] Next you shall instruct all who are
skillful, whom I have endowed with the gift of
skill, to make Aaron’s vestments, for consecrating
him to serve Me as priest. 4] These are the
vestments they are to make: a breastpiece, an
ephod, a robe, a fringed tunic, a headdress, and a
sash. They shall make those sacral vestments for
your brother Aaron and his sons, for priestly
service to Me; 5] they, therefore, shall receive
the gold, the blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and
the fine linen.

� וְ ַא ֞ ָתּה ְתּצַ וֶּ ֣ה ׀ ֶאת־בְּ נֵ ֣י י ְִשׂ ָר ֗ ֵאל וְ י ְִק ֨חוּ ֵא ֶ֜לי21
:ֶ ֣שׁמֶ ן זַ ֥ יִת זָ ֛ � כּ ִ ָ֖תית לַמָּ ֑אוֹר ל ַ ְֽהעֲ�֥ ת נֵ ֖ר ָתּ ִ ֽמיד
ל־העֵ ֻ֗דת
ֽ ָ ַאהֶ ל מוֹעֵ ד֩ ִמ ֨חוּץ ַל ָפּ ֹ֜רכֶת אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר ע
ֹ ֣ ְ בּ22
יַ ֽ ֲערֹ�֩ א ֹ֨תוֹ ַ ֽאהֲ ֧ ֹרן וּבָ נָ ֛יו מֵ ֶע ֶ֥רב עַ ד־ ֹ֖בּ ֶקר לִפְ נֵ ֣י יְהוָֹ ֑ה
 ספרק:ם ְל ֣ ֹדר ֔ ָֹתם מֵ ֵ ֖את בְּ נֵ ֥י י ְִשׂ ָר ֵ ֽאל
֙ חֻ ַ ֤קּת עוֹ ָל
כח
ת־אהֲ ֹ֨רן ָא ִ֜חי� וְ ֶאת־בָּ נָ ֣יו
ֽ ַ  וְ ַא ֡ ָתּה הַ ְק ֵר֣ב ֵא ֩ ֶלי�֩ ֶא1
נוֹ־ל֑י ַ ֽאהֲ ֹ֕רן נ ָ ָ֧דב
ִ ֲִא ֗תּוֹ ִמ ֛תּוֹ� בְּ נֵ ֥י י ְִשׂ ָר ֵ ֖אל ל ַ ְֽכה
2
ָ יהוּא ֶאלְעָ זָ ֥ר וְ ִ ֽא
֛ ִוַ ֽאֲ ב
ית
ָ  וְ עָ ִ ֥שׂ:ית ָ ֖מר בְּ נֵ ֥י ַ ֽאהֲ ֽ ֹרן
:קדֶ שׁ ל ַ ְֽאהֲ ֣ ֹרן ָא ִ ֑חי� ְלכ ָ֖בוֹד וּל ְִתפְ ָ ֽא ֶרת
ֹ ֖ בִ גְ דֵ י־
ֵאתיו
֖ ִ  וְ ַא ֗ ָתּה ְתּדַ בֵּ ֙ר ֶאל־כָּל־חַ כְ מֵ י־ ֵ֔לב אֲ ֶ ֥שׁר ִמלּ3
֣רוּחַ חָ כְ ָ ֑מה וְ עָ ֞שׂוּ ֶאת־בִּ גְ ֵד֧י ַ ֽאהֲ ֛ ֹרן ל ְַק ְדּ ֖שׁוֹ
ֽ ִ ֲל ַ ְֽכה
חשֶׁ ן
ֹ ֤  וְ ֨ ֵאלֶּה הַ בְּ ג ִָ֜דים אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר יַ ֽע ֲ֗שׂוּ4 :נוֹ־לי
תנֶת ַתּ ְשׁ ֵ ֖בּץ ִמצְ נֶ ֣פֶת וְ ַאבְ נֵ ֑ט
ֹ ֥ ְוּמ ֔ ִעיל וּכ
ְ וְ ֵאפוֹ ֙ד
קדֶ שׁ ל ַ ְֽאהֲ ֥ ֹרן ָא ִ ֛חי� וּלְבָ נָ ֖יו ל ַ ְֽכהֲ נוֹ־
ֹ ֜ וְ עָ ֨שׂוּ בִ גְ דֵ י־
ם י ְִק ֣חוּ ֶאת־הַ זּ ֔ ָָהב וְ ֶ ֽאת־הַ ְתּ ֵ ֖כלֶת וְ ֶאת־
֙ ֵ וְ ה5 :ִ ֽלי
:ת־תּוֹל֥עַ ת הַ שָּׁ נִ ֖י וְ ֶאת־הַ ֵ ֽשּׁשׁ
ַ
ָמן וְ ֶא
֑ ָ ָ ֽה ַא ְרגּ

REMEZ…Acquiring Torah…

When Torah penetrates our entire being, not just our seichel/intellect, this is the acquisition of Torah. –R’ Avi Fertig

27:20

You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear oil of beaten olives for lighting to kindle the lamps regularly.
RAMBAN… “V’Atah…” Throughout the passage on the Tabernacle, Moses is told “you shall make…”
in a verb form that automatically means “you,”...One would think that he should just have them
made by others. Yet Moses is being told, “you shall personally instruct,” for he was responsible
for evaluating their skill and distributing the work among them.
TANCHUMA…The divine command issued to Moses uses “V’Atah—and you” instead of allowing the
you to be implied in the command “Tetsaveh” …A similar form is used further on “V’Atah Hakreyv eylecha—
And you shall bring near to you…” By addressing Moses personally in this way, the holy One invested him
with undivided authority over Aaron and his sons. In is in this capacity that Moses had the sacred
responsibility of investing Aaron as Kohen Gadol…The threefold repetition of “V’atah—and you” stresses
God’s confidence in Moses for this sacred task.
CASSUTTO… “V’Atah—You!” Moses, hear the order that I am delivering to you… “You shall command the
Children of Israel…” That is, they must take what they have and bring it to you. Likewise the second
“V’Atah” the appointment of Aaron and his sons as Kohanim”…For it flows not from the will of the
people, but directly from God to Moses, thus, the emphatic “and you!”
VILNA Ga’ON… WHY is it not said, “And the Lord spoke to Moses,” but rather, “And you shall command…”
omitting Moses’ name altogether? Moreover, why is Moses’ name missing from this sidrah alone?
Perhaps it is because we read this sidrah during the week of the 7th of Adar, the anniversary of Moses’
death…And since the One who calls the generations knew that this would be Moses’ yahrzeit, he is
therefore not to be recalled by name.

28:1

And you, bring your brother Aaron near to you, along with his sons, from among the Israelites, to serve Me as Priests
RASHI… “VAtah Hakreyv Eylecha” Bring Aaron and his sons near to “you—yourself,” to who and what you are.
SARNA…Until now Moses has acted in the capacity of chief cultic officiant; now he is the one to
“hak’rev—bring forward,” that is, induct into office the newly appointed chief priest.
SHMOT RABBAH… “VAtah Hakreyv Eylecha…Bring Aaron near to you”…R’ Levi taught: It can be compared to
the dear friend of the king who was a member of the imperial cabinet… When the king was about to
appoint the palace governor, he sent word to his friend saying: It is your own brother! So the Lord made
Moses superintendent of the palace, as it says, “My servant Moses…He is most trusted in all My House…” [Num 12:7]
and made him a judge, as it says “Moses sat to judge the people…” [Ex 18:13] So as God was
about to appoint the Kohen Gadol, he notified Moses saying: It is your brother Aaron!
And you shall instruct all the skilled laborers, whom I have endowed with the gift of skill, to make Aaron’s vestments…
MUNK…Three consecutive times the emphatic appeal echoes, “And You shall command,”
“And You shall bring near,” “And You shall speak…” In so doing, the Holy One affirms His confidence in Moses….
Thus was Moses comforted; his mission to teach Torah to the people brought him immense satisfaction.
In view of the above, it is appropriate that the name of Moses is not mentioned anywhere in the Sidrah…
Deprived of the privilege of priesthood, he moves for the moment into the background, as his brother
Aaron comes to the fore.
MIDRASHEI HaTORAH…Moses, our teacher, in his humility, strove in all these matters to
enhance to honor of his brother Aaron, giving extra effort, as if he, himself, had initiated the idea
of inducting him publicly into the priesthood. Moses carried it all out, not as one commanded to
do so, out of necessity, but rather wholeheartedly, as a true, supportive friend…

28:3

D’RASH…Helping the Heart feel what the Mind understands …
ALAN MORINIS… How counter to this culture is one who takes no credit, even
for great accomplishments…A person should not seek or expect recognition for
doing no more than what is incumbent upon him or her to do. This practice, “Eyno
Mach’zik L’Atzmo” demands humility…The point here is that talents create an
obligation. You must put them to good use. At the same time, you need to
recognize that you are due no credit for the talents themselves, which you only
received as unique gifts of your human life.
…The more wealth one has, the more that creates an obligation to help those in
need. A wise person has responsibility to bring other people to understanding…
The realization that my abilities were given to me by my Creator spawns humility;
and humility should cause me to acknowledge that my personal accomplishments
do not come from “my power and the might of my hand,” but rather from the gifts
that have been bestowed…A person who takes credit for their accomplishments is
like a thief…Not taking credit is made much more real by giving credit…Ultimately,
anything we do is possible only because we receive help from God…
[With heart in Mind, pgs 155-159]

ALSHECH…Picture Moses’ enthusiasm in this historic venture to provide Sanctuary
for God’s Presence…But when Moses saw that Betzalel and Oholiav had been
entrusted with enacting this sacred task, and then, that Aaron was to be the High
Priest, instead of himself who had originally been designated for that position, he
might have easily felt left out, underappreciated. Therefore, God said to Moses:
“And YOU”—do not feel ignored; do not feel left out, on the contrary! Remember
that whatever all these designated leaders accomplish with erecting or serving in the
Tabernacle, it is possible only through YOU. The oil, the menorah, nothing can
achieve its objective until it has first passed through YOU. “V’Atah HaKrev”—It
requires YOU to enable Aaron and his sons to be consecrated for their sacred tasks.
Even their garments will not be consecrated except through YOU. Even the eventual
light that all Israel will enjoy in Olam HaBah—the World to Come, YOU will be
instrumental in making it shine, elevating physical light to the dimension of spiritual
light.


































SOD…Helping the soul-light shine…
Practice focuses on recalibrating the soul-traits that are obstructing your soul’s light from shining into your l

Rabbi JAMES STONE GOODMAN…

You ask me why Moses was not present in the par’shah this week? He is present, but he
is hidden…He is, of course, the “You” in the first verse. Then he recedes to where he lives,
in the heart of the story. He is the heart of the story, our center…the spiritual force that
through the green fuse drives the flower to blossom…He is, of course, our hero…known
for, of all things, his humility. Not for his accomplishments, his organizational skills; not
for his choice of delegates or appointees…We remember him for his humility. For Moses,
here, is an empty vessel. He has plenty of room for God…He is our spiritual center…and
the absolute center always remains somewhat hidden—the sustaining power somewhat
unexpressed…So he does not come into the Land…And he does not preside over the
Sanctuary, the two activities of outward leadership…He presides over our hearts…And so
we remember him not as Moses our captain or Moses our father; we remember him as
Moshe Rabbeynu—Moses our Teacher, as Moses our Rabbi…because he is the spiritual heart
of the matter, and that cannot ever be fully named.

Rabbi YITZ GREENBERG…
Purim appears to be a purely natural, human-made phenomenon. It was achieved by
court intrigue and bedroom machinations…Like all achievements in the real world, Purim
was an admixture of moral idealism and moral compromise, which upsets religious
purists. It lacks the overtly super-natural; flawed by human frailty and moral ambiguity.
It would have been easy to dismiss Purim as secular; as not sanctioned by God….This is
best expressed in the absence of God’s Name in the scroll. However, by their acceptance
of Purim, the people, and ultimately the Rabbis, showed their grasp of the way to
understand how God is present in history in a post-prophetic age. They realized that
God operated not as a force crashing into history from the outside but in the center of life
as the One who is present in the natural redemptive process in which the human is the
co-partner…On Purim, a mature Jewish people, rejecting the need for audio-visual
fireworks, discern God’s Presence in their history…concluding that, even in Shushan,
flawed human beings can be carriers of divine redemption.

…PRACTICE…

CONSIDER:
HOW do you make your presence felt?
HOW does your sharing of “self” enable your presence to remain even in your absence?
WHAT presence inspires at the heart of your life?
HOW can you better celebrate others to kindle their sacred spark?

