CHEVRAH TORAH…5777
MUSSAR Teaching to Transform the Text & Our Lives

VaYigash—Genesis 47:11-26
…Key KOSHI…

WHAT does Joseph’s Egyptian austerity program teach us about fulfilling our earthly needs?
HOW does understanding Egypt’s famine foster perspective on life’s true/ultimate pleasure?

P’SHAT…StudyingTorah—Encountering The Word—The Will—The ONE
The truly wise individual is not one who has achieved wisdom but a talmid chacham—a wise student…one who is constantly
learning—including by observing and reflecting on what can be learned from other people.

47:11] Joseph settled his father and his brothers; he
gave them a holding in the land of Egypt, in the part of
the land, in the region of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
commanded. 12] Joseph also provided food for his
father and his brothers and all his father’s household,
according to the number of their children.
13] [At this time] no food was to be had in the entire
land, for the famine bore down very heavily. The land
of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished on account
of the famine.
14] Joseph now collected all the silver found in the
lands of Egypt and Canaan as payment for the grain
that the people were buying, and Joseph brought that
silver into Pharaoh’s palace.
15] When the silver in the lands of Egypt and Canaan
was spent, all Egypt flocked to Joseph, saying, “Let us
have food—why should we drop dead in front of you
because the silver is exhausted?” 16] Joseph replied,
“Bring your livestock, if the silver is exhausted.” 17]
They therefore brought their livestock to Joseph, and
Joseph gave them food in exchange for horses, holdings
of sheep and cattle, and asses; that year he kept them
alive with food in exchange for all their livestock.
18] That year ended, and they approached him in the
following year and said to him, “We will not hide from
my lord that the silver is spent and our animal holdings
belong to my lord—there’s nothing left before my lord
but our bodies and our soil. 19] Why should we die
before your eyes, both we and our soil? Buy us and our
soil in exchange for food; we and our soil will be slaves
to Pharaoh. Distribute seed, so we can live and not die,
so the land is not deserted!” 20] Joseph then bought all
the land in Egypt for Pharaoh, for each Egyptian had
sold his field, because the famine had overwhelmed

ָהם אֲ חֻ ָזּ ֙ה
֤ ֶ ת־אחָ י ֒ו ַויּ ֨ ִֵתּן ל
ֶ ת־א ִ ֣ביו וְ ֶא
ָ ַיּוֹשׁב יוֹסֵ ֘ף ֶא
֣ ֵ  ו11
יטב הָ ָ ֖א ֶרץ בְּ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ ַרעְ ְמ ֵ ֑סס ַ ֽכּאֲ ֶ ֖שׁר צִ וָּ ֥ה
֥ ַ ֵבְּ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ ִמצְ ַ ֔ריִם בְּ מ
ת־א ֔ ָחיו וְ ֵ ֖את כָּל־
ֶ ת־א ִ ֣ביו וְ ֶא
ָ ` ַו ְי ַכל ְֵכּ֤ל יוֹסֵ ֙ף ֶא12 :פ ְַר ֹֽעה
 וְ ֶל֤חֶ ם ֵאי ֙ן בְּ כָל־הָ ֔ ָא ֶרץ ִ ֽכּי־13 :ֵ ֣בּית ָא ִ ֑ביו ֶ ֖לחֶ ם ל ִ ְ֥פי הַ ָ ֽטּף
ם וְ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ כְּ ֔ ַנעַ ן ִמפְּ נֵ ֖י
֙ אד ו ֜ ֵַתּלַהּ ֶ ֤א ֶרץ ִמצְ ַ ֨ר ִי
ֹ ֑ כ ֵ ָ֥בד ָ ֽה ָר ָ ֖עב ְמ
יוֹסף ֶאת־כָּל־הַ ֶ֨כּסֶ ֙ף הַ נּ ְִמ ָ ֤צא בְ ֶ ֽא ֶרץ־
ֵ ֗  ַו ְיל ֵ ַ֣קּט14 :ָ ֽה ָר ָ ֽעב
יוֹסף
֛ ֵ שׁבְ ִ ֑רים ַויּ ֵ ָ֥בא
ֹ ֽ ר־הם
֣ ֵ ֶם וּבְ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ כְּ ֔ ַנעַ ן בַּ ֶ ֖שּׁבֶ ר אֲ שׁ
֙ ִמצְ ַ ֨ר ִי
:֥יתה פ ְַר ֹֽעה
ָ ֶאת־הַ ֶ ֖כּסֶ ף ֵבּ
תּם הַ ֶ֗כּסֶ ף מֵ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ ִמצְ ַ ֘רי ִ֘ם וּמֵ ֶ ֣א ֶרץ כְּ ֒ ַנעַ ֒ן ַו ָיּ ֩ ֹבאוּ֩ כָל־
ֹ ֣  ַו ִיּ15
�ה־לּ֣נוּ ֶ֔לחֶ ם וְ ָל֥מָּ ה נ ָ֖מוּת נֶגְ ֶ ֑דּ
ָ ָמ ֙ר ָ ֽהב
ֹ ל־יוֹסף לֵא
ֵ֤
ִמצְ ַ ֨ריִם ֶא
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 ו ַ֤יּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ֙ף הָ ֣בוּ ִמ ְקנֵי ֶ֔כם וְ ֶא ְתּנָ ֥ה:ִ ֥כּי ָא ֵ ֖פס ָ ֽכּסֶ ף
ָ ֵיכם ִא
֑ ֶ ל ֶ ָ֖כם בְּ ִמ ְקנ
ת־מ ְקנֵיהֶ ֘ם
ִ  ַויּ ִ ָ֣ביאוּ ֶא17:ם־א ֵ ֖פס ָ ֽכּסֶ ף
סּוּסים וּבְ ִמ ְקנֵ ֥ה הַ ֛צּ ֹאן
ִ ֗ ַיוֹסף ֶ֜לחֶ ם בּ
ֵ ֨ ִ֩תּן לָהֶ ם
֣ ֵ ֶאל־יוֹסֵ ֒ף ַויּ
ָל־מ ְקנ ֔ ֵֶהם
ִ ם בְּ כ
֙ ֶוּבחֲ מ ִ ֹ֑רים ַויְנַ ֽהֲ ֵל֤ם בַּ ֶ֨לּח
ֽ ַ וּבְ ִמ ְקנֵ ֥ה הַ בָּ ָ ֖קר
א ַו ָיּ ֹ֨באוּ ֵא ָ֜ליו בַּ שָּׁ נָ ֣ה
֒  ו ִַתּתּ ֹ֘ם הַ שָּׁ נָ ֣ה הַ ִהו18 :בַּ שָּׁ נָ ֖ה הַ ִ ֽהוא
ם־תּם הַ ֶ֔כּסֶ ף
֣ ַ אמרוּ ל ֙וֹ ֽל ֹא־ ְנכ ֵ ַ֣חד ֵ ֽמאֲ ֹד ֔ ִני כִּ֚ י ִא
ְ ֹ הַ שֵּׁ ֗ ִנית ו ַ֤יּ
וּמ ְקנֵ ֥ה הַ בְּ הֵ ָ ֖מה ֶאל־אֲ דֹנִ ֑י ֤ל ֹא נ ְִשׁ ַא ֙ר לִפְ נֵ ֣י אֲ ֹד ֔ ִני בִּ ל ִ ְ֥תּי
ִ
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 ָ ֧למָּ ה נ ָ֣מוּת לְעֵ י ֗ ֶני� גַּם־אֲ ֨ ַנ ְחנ ֙וּ:ִאם־גְּ וִ יּ ֵ ָ֖תנוּ וְ ַא ְדמָ ֵ ֽתנוּ
ת־א ְדמָ ֵ ֖תנוּ בַּ ָ ֑לּחֶ ם וְ נִ ְֽה ֞ ֶיה
ַ ַם־א ְדמָ ֔ ֵתנוּ ְקנֵ ֽה־א ָ ֹ֥תנוּ וְ ֶא
ַ גּ
אֲ נַ ְ֤חנוּ וְ ַא ְדמָ ֨ ֵתנ ֙וּ עֲבָ ִ ֣דים ְלפ ְַר ֹ֔עה וְ ֶתן־ ֗ ֶז ַרע וְ נִ ְֽח ֶי ֙ה וְ ֣ל ֹא
ָל־א ְד ַ ֤מת
ַ יוֹסף ֶאת־כּ
ֵ ֜  ַו ֨ ִיּ ֶקן20 :נ ָ֔מוּת וְ ָ ֽהאֲ דָ ָ ֖מה ֥ל ֹא ֵת ָ ֽשׁם
ם ִ ֣אישׁ שָׂ ֔ ֵדהוּ ִ ֽכּי־חָ זַ ֥ ק
֙ י־מכְ ֤רוּ ִמצְ ַ ֨ר ִי
ֽ ָ ִם ְלפ ְַר ֹ֔עה כּ
֙ ִמצְ ַ ֨ר ִי
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 וְ ֨ ֶאת־הָ עָ֔ ם ֶ ֽהע ִ ֱ֥ביר:ֲעל ֶ ֵ֖הם הָ ָר ָע֑ב ו ְַתּ ִ ֥הי הָ ָ ֖א ֶרץ ְלפ ְַר ֹֽעה
 ַר֛ק22 :ד־ק ֵ ֽצהוּ
ָ ַבוּל־מצְ ַ ֖ריִם וְ ע
ִ
ְא ֹ֖תוֹ ֶ ֽלעָ ִ ֑רים ִמ ְק ֵ ֥צה ג
חק ַל ֹֽכּהֲ ֜ ִנים מֵ ֵ ֣את פּ ְַר ֹ֗עה
ֹ ֨ ַ֩א ְד ַ ֥מת הַ ֹֽכּהֲ נִ ֖ים ֣ל ֹא ָקנָ ֑ה כִּ י
ם פּ ְַר ֹ֔עה עַ ל־ ֵ֕כּן ֥ל ֹא ָ ֽמכְ ֖רוּ
֙ ֶָתן לָה
֤ ַ ם אֲ ֨ ֶשׁר נ
֙ וְ ָ ֽאכְ ל֤ וּ ֶאת־חֻ ָקּ
23
ַ ֶא
יתי ֶא ְת ֶ ֥כם
ִ  ו ַ֤יּ ֹאמֶ ר יוֹסֵ ֙ף ֶאל־הָ עָ֔ ם הֵ ן֩ ָק ֨ ִנ:ת־א ְדמָ ָ ֽתם

them. Thus the land came into Pharaoh’s possession.
21] And thus he made serfs of the people from one end
of the Egyptian border to the other. 22] Only the land
belonging to the priests did he not buy, for the priests
had an allotment from Pharaoh, and they ate their
allotted portion that Pharaoh had given them; they
therefore did not sell their land.
23] Joseph then said to the people, “See, now that I’ve
bought you and your land for Pharaoh, here is seed for
you—sow the land. 24] When harvest comes, you
must give Pharaoh a fifth, and the other four portions
will be yours for seeding the field and to be food for
you and your households, and for your little ones to
eat.” 25] And they said, “You have given us life! May
we find favor in my lord’s sight and be serfs to
Pharaoh!” 26] Joseph made this a law to this day for
Egypt’s soil—one-fifth is Pharaoh’s; the priests’ land
alone did not become Pharaoh’s.

ת־א ְדמַ ְת ֶ ֖כם ְלפ ְַר ֹ֑עה ֵ ֽהא־ל ֶָכ֣ם ֔ ֶז ַרע וּזְ ַרעְ ֶ ֖תּם ֶאת־
ַ הַ יּ֛ וֹם וְ ֶא
ישׁית ְלפ ְַר ֹ֑עה
֖ ִ את וּנ ְַת ֶ ֥תּם חֲ ִמ
ֹ ֔  וְ הָ ָי ֙ה בַּ ְתּבוּ24 :ָ ֽהאֲ דָ ָ ֽמה
וְ ַא ְר ַ ֣בּע הַ ָיּ ֡ ֹדת י ְִהיֶ ֣ה ָלכֶם֩ ְל ֨ ֶז ַרע הַ שָּׂ ֶד֧ה וּֽ ל ְָאכְ ל ֶ ְ֛כם וְ ַ ֽלאֲ ֶ ֥שׁר
֖ ֶ בְּ ָ ֽב ֵתּ
ִתנוּ
֑ ָ אמ ֖רוּ ֶ ֽהחֱ י
ְ ֹ  ו ַֽיּ25 [ ]מפטיר:יכם וְ ֶ ֽלאֱ ֹ֥כל לְטַ פְּ ֶ ֽכם
26
 וַיָּ ֣שֶׂ ם:נ ְִמצָ א־חֵ ֙ן בְּ עֵ ינֵ ֣י אֲ ֹד ֔ ִני וְ הָ ִי֥ינוּ עֲבָ ִ ֖דים ְלפ ְַר ֹֽעה
ל־א ְד ַ ֥מת ִמצְ ַ ֛ריִם
ַ ַיוֹסף ְלחֹק֩ עַ ד־הַ יּ֨ וֹם הַ ֜ ֶזּה ע
ֵ ֡ א ָ ֹ֣תהּ
ְתה
֖ ָ ם לְבַ ֔ ָדּם ֥ל ֹא ָ ֽהי
֙ חמֶ שׁ ַ ֞רק ַא ְד ַ ֤מת הַ ֹֽכּהֲ נִי
ֹ ֑ ְלפ ְַר ֹ֖עה ַל
:ְלפ ְַר ֹֽעה

REMEZ…Acquiring Torah…


v.12











When Torah penetrates our entire being, not just our seichel/intellect, this is the acquisition of Torah. –R’ Avi Fertig























Joseph sustained his father, and his brothers, and all his father’s household with bread, down to the little ones.…”

RASHI… “l’fee Ha-Taf” That is, according to the need of each member of the household. Joseph took every
person into account, “even the children.”
S’FORNO… Though Joseph could have provided them with much more, it would not have been fitting
to do so, as our Sages stated, “When the community is in trouble, let a man not say: I will go to my
house and eat and drink, and all will be well with me.” [Ta’anit 11a]
v.13

Now there was no bread in all the world, for the famine was severe; both the land of Canaan and the land of Egypt languished

v.17

So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for their horses…thus he provided them bread that year

ALTER… The tension with the previous verse, in which Joseph is reported sustaining his whole clan, down
to the little ones, with bread, is of course pointed…
The writer shuttles here between two common meanings of “eretz”—earth and land
OR HaCHAYIM… As is the case with famine, “it was over the whole land.” On the other hand, regarding the
plenty, it is already stated “And the seven years of plenty which reigned in the land of Egypt…” indicating that the plenty
was confined, unlike the famine, to this land alone.
S’FORNO…Literally, “thus he led them with bread…during that year.” That is, he gave them what they needed, as is
right to sustain them in a time of famine, as it says, “He who starves himself in the years of famine escapes death.”
[Ta’anit 11a] As physicians note, excessive indulgence after a period of hunger leads to fatal consequences.
v.19-20 Let us not perish before our eyes, both we & our land. Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we and our land will be serfs to
Pharaoh…So Joseph purchased all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every Egyptian sold his field because the famine was too much

RAMBAN… The Egyptians offered their bodies to Pharaoh…but Joseph bought only their land. The reason
is that they offered themselves as bondmen to the king to use as he thought fit. Yet Joseph wished only to buy
their land, stipulating that they would be perpetual leaseholders to Pharaoh…By rights, the lord of the land
was entitled to four-fifths, and the tenants to one-fifth…Joseph, however said: I will treat you generously, and
give you the landowner’s share…But you will be bound to the land and not allowed to leave it…
MESHECH CHOCHMA… As a former slave himself, Joseph did not desire their enslavement.
Notwithstanding their offer, he bought only their land, and engaged them as tenants—day workers—earning
their bread. Thus, the obligation on the people was but temporary, for the duration of these 7 years, while the
acquisition of the land was permanent.
v.21 And as for the people, he removed them city by city, from one end of Egypt’s border to the other.
HaEMEK DAVAR… How great the danger of demoralization, disintegration of traditional patterns when man
is divorced from friends and relations as evidenced by the situation in many countries of mass immigration. To
avoid this happening, Joseph resettled the people “according to their cities,” so they would not lose touch with
their social group.
v.23-25 And as for the Then Joseph said to the people, “Whereas I have this day acquired you and your land for Pharaoh, here is seed for you to sow the land. You
shall give 1/5 to Pharaoh and 4/5 shall be yours as food for you…and your children. And they said, “You have saved our lives!”

MUNK…The word meaning “here” is not found anywhere else in the Pentateuch. Its use in our verse instead
of hinei has a special significance, brought out by R’Bachya on Genesis 2:4. The interjection is the same as
that of the letter “Heh”—the force through which God created the terrestrial world...As in Creation, so too
with the Egyptian famine. Natural conditions made the earth barren. But a new source of blessing came to
the land as the patriarch came to Egypt. The rich crop which now suddenly begins to spread throughout a
starving Egypt is under the sign of “Heh”—the divine Source of fertility and growth. [cf. Zohar]
SARNA… Joseph’s actions cannot be measured by the moral standard that the Hebrew Bible…has
inculcated in Western civilization. Rather, they must be judged in the context of the ancient Near Eastern
world, by whose norms Joseph emerges here as a highly admirable model of a shrewd and successful
administrator…

D’RASH…Helping the Heart feel what the Mind understands …
Alan MORINIS…

If there is no objection to pleasure, why the caution to limit it?...
The Jerusalem Talmud [actually] says: “On Judgment Day, a person will be called
to account for every permissible thing he might have enjoyed in life but did not.”
…The Jewish way is to enjoy the pleasures of this world within the context of a
spiritual life….We are being asked to make wise and conscious choices about
where we direct our desire for pleasure…If you are less attached to gratification,
external circumstances will have less power to throw you off the inner calm that is
so necessary for spiritual growth.
We find this idea echoed in another teaching of the Maharal. He asks why Matzah
is the symbol of freedom on Passover? He answers that Matzah is made of only
flour and water, just the bare necessities, and no more. The more one establishes
physical needs, the more a slave one becomes. But if one can subsist on the bare
[With Heart in Mind, pgs 110-112]
necessities, one can truly be free.

Prof E.A. SPEISER…

The increasingly acute effects of the prolonged famine highlight the importance of
Joseph’s precautionary measures. More than one modern writer has found in this
report of the enslavement of the Egyptian peasantry shocking proof of Joseph’s
inhumanity. But, as has been stressed repeatedly by more objective students, such
censorious comments show little understanding of either history or world literature.
The Egyptian concept of state, whereby the king was viewed as a god, made the
pharaoh an absolute ruler from the start, and hence, the owner of all he
surveyed…Private ownership of land appears to have been sanctioned in the Middle
Kingdom…The need for stronger centralized government, which the Hyksos
experience was bound to accentuate, may have brought with it corresponding
curtailment of individual privileges.
To that extent, therefore, the agrarian changes that are here described may reflect
actual positive socio-economic developments. There is no evidence that the
Egyptian society would have found such changes to be anything other than
constructive. That they should be credited in this narrative to Joseph is part and
parcel of his idealized historical image…His legacy was regarded as “life-saving.”
[The Anchor Bible--Genesis, pg 353]

SOD…Helping the soul-light shine…
Practice focuses on recalibrating the soul-traits that are obstructing your soul’s light from shining into your life.

HA LACHMA ANYA is essentially the story of the Matzah.
Told in Aramaic, once the everyday language of Talmudic Jews, this story has three parts: a memory, an action and a hope. First we
point out the Matzah—the bread of poverty we ate in Egypt. Then, remembering our poverty in the past, we invite all needy persons
to join our table tonight. Finally, we express the hope that while this year human beings are still enslaved in many ways, next year we
will all be free people…

Rabbi JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK…

Although they may initially seem redundant, the two invitations we issue in Ha
Lachma Anya—“Let all who are hungry—KOL DFICH’FIN, enter and eat” and
“Let all who are in need—KOL DITZ’RICH, come and celebrate” in reality, are not.
KOL DITZ’RICH means all who are in need, but not in need of bread. Whoever is
in need of bread, DICH’FIN, is hungry. KOL DITZ’RICH refers to one who is
alone, who has lots of matzah and wine but no home or family….The invitation to
“all who are in need” is not “YETEI V’YEICHOL—to eat with us;” rather, it is to
spend Pesach with us, “YETEI V’YIF’SACH—to celebrate with us.” It is an
invitation addressed to unfortunate and lonely people. They might be billionaires;
it is completely irrelevant…
HA LACHMA ANYA is the renewal of a pledge of solidarity among the Jewish
people—solidarity between individual and individual, and between the individual
and the Jewish community as a whole. It is a proclamation that we are one people,
and that we are ready to help one another…to open our doors and our hearts.
Pesach night is a time of sharing. If the sense of solidarity, responsibility, unity
and readiness to share are not manifested and demonstrated, the whole Seder
[A Night To Remember Haggadah,, Zion, pgs 21-22]
becomes meaningless.

…PRACTICE…

HOW can re-balancing life’s pleasures help you grow in appreciation?

