CHEVRAH TORAH 5778…Seeking  Spirituality
Shabbat VAYERA

Genesis 22:1-19
KEY KOSHI:

HOW/WHY IS THE COMMAND TO ABRAHAM FOR AKEDAT YITSCHAK,
THE BINDING OF ISAAC, A QUESTION OF ABRAHAM’S/OUR FAITH?

WHAT CAN ABRAHAM’S RESPONSE TEACH US ABOUT THE SPIRITUALITY WE ASPIRE TO LIVE?

P’SHAT—AWARENESS… The beginning of knowing about God is simply paying attention, being fully present where you are
22:1] Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test.
ִסּה ֶאת־
֖ ָ �הים נ
ִ ֔ ֱ ַו ְי ֗ ִהי ַאחַ ֙ר הַ ְדּבָ ִ ֣רים הָ ֔ ֵא ֶלּה וְ ָ ֣הא1
He said to him, “Abraham,” and he answered, “Here I
:ַאבְ ָר ָ ֑הם ַו ֣יּ ֹאמֶ ר ֵאלָ֔ יו ַאבְ ָר ָ ֖הם ַו ֥יּ ֹאמֶ ר ִהנֵּ ֽ ִני
am.” 2] And He said, “Take your son, your favored one,
ר־א ֨ ַהבְ ָ ֙תּ
ָ ֶיד�֤ אֲ שׁ
ְ  ַו ֡יּ ֹאמֶ ר ַקח־ ָ֠נא ֶאת־בִּ נְ ֨� ֶאת־ ְי ִ ֽח2
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
ם
֙ ָמּ ִריָּ ֑ה וְ ַ ֽהע ֵ ֲ֤להוּ שׁ
ֹ ֽ ַל־א ֶרץ ה
֖ ֶ ֶאת־יִ צְ ֔ ָחק וְ ֶ֨ל�־ ְל ֔� ֶא
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights
:�ְל ֹע ָ֔לה ֚עַ ל ַא ַ ֣חד ֶ ֽההָ ִ ֔רים אֲ ֶ ֖שׁר א ַ ֹ֥מר ֵא ֶ ֽלי
that I will point out to you.” 3] So early next morning,
שׁ ֶאת־חֲ מ ֹ֔רוֹ וַ יִּ ֞ ַקּח
֙  ַויּ ְַשׁ ֵ֨כּם ַאבְ ָר ֜ ָהם בַּ ֹ֗בּ ֶקר וַ ֽ יַּ ֽחֲ ֹב3
Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his
servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for the
ת־שׁנֵ ֤י נְעָ ָריו֙ ִא ֔תּוֹ וְ ֵ ֖את יִצְ ָ ֣חק בְּ נ֑ וֹ ַו ְיבַ ַקּ ֙ע ע ֵ ֲ֣צי
ְ ֶא
burnt offering, and he set out for the place of which God
ר־אמַ ר־ל֥ וֹ
ֽ ָ ֶל־המָּ ֖קוֹם אֲ שׁ
ַ ֹע ָ֔לה ַויָּ ֣ ָקם ַו ֔ ֵיּ ֶל� ֶא
told him. 4] On the third day Abraham looked up and saw
ֽ ִ ֱָ ֽהא
ִישׁי וַ ִיּ ָ֨שּׂא ַאבְ ָר ָ ֧הם ֶאת־
ִ ֗  בַּ יּ֣ וֹם הַ ְשּׁל4 :�הים
the place from afar. 5] Then Abraham said to his servants,
5
ָ ֜  וַ ֨יּ ֹאמֶ ר ַא ְב ָר:חק
ֹ ֽ עֵ ינָ ֛יו וַ יַּ ֥ ְרא ֶאת־הַ ָמּ ֖קוֹם ֵ ֽמ ָר
“You stay here with the as. The boy and I will go up there; הם
ם־החֲ ֔מוֹר וַ ֽאֲ ִנ֣י וְ הַ ֔ ַנּעַ ר
ֽ ַ ֶאל־נְעָ ָ ֗ריו ְשׁ ֽבוּ־ ָל ֶכ֥ם פֹּה֙ ִ ֽע
we will worship and we will return to you.”
:ֵיכם
ֽ ֶ נֵ ֽ ְל ָ ֖כה עַ ד־ ֹ֑כּה וְ נִ ְֽשׁ ַ ֽתּחֲ וֶ ֖ה וְ נ ָ֥שׁוּבָ ה אֲ ל
6] Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put
it on his son Isaac. He himself took the firestone and the
knife; and the two walked off together. 7] Then Isaac said
to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes,
my son.” And he said, “Here are the firestone and the
wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” 8]
And Abraham said, “God will see to the sheep for His
burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on
together.
9] They arrived at the place of which God had told him.
Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the wood; he
bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood. 10] And Abraham picked up the knife to slay
his son. 11] Then an angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I
am.” 12] And he said, Do not raise your hand against the
boy, or do anything to him. For now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored

 וַ יּ ֨ ִַקּח ַאבְ ָר ֜ ָהם ֶאת־ע ֵ ֲ֣צי ָ ֽה ֹע ָ֗לה וַ ֨ ָיּשֶׂ ם֙ עַ ל־יִ ְצ ָ ֣חק6
ת־ה ַ ֽמּאֲ ֶ ֑כ ֶלת וַ יֵּ ֽ ְלכ֥ וּ
ֽ ַ בְּ נ֔ וֹ ַויִּ ַ ֣קּח בְּ י ָ֔דוֹ ֶאת־הָ ֵ ֖אשׁ וְ ֶא
֙ל־אבְ ָר ָ ֤הם ָא ִביו
ַ  וַ ֨יּ ֹאמֶ ר יִצְ ֜ ָחק ֶא7 :ֵיהם י ְַח ָ ֽדּו
֖ ֶ ְשׁנ
ַ֙ו ֣יּ ֹאמֶ ר ָא ִ֔בי וַ ֖יּ ֹאמֶ ר ִהנֶּ ֣נִּ י בְ ִנ֑י וַ ֗יּ ֹאמֶ ר ִהנֵּ ֤ה ָה ֵאשׁ
 ַו ֨יּ ֹאמֶ ר֙ ַאבְ ָר ֔ ָהם8 :וְ ָ ֣העֵ ֔ ִצים וְ ַאיֵּ ֥ה הַ ֶ ֖שּׂה לְ ע ָ ֹֽלה
ֵיהם
֖ ֶ �הים ִי ְר ֶאה־לּ֥ וֹ הַ ֶ ֛שּׂה ְלע ָ ֹ֖לה בְּ ִנ֑י וַיֵּ ֽ ְל ֥כוּ ְשׁנ
ִ֕ ֱא
:י ְַח ָ ֽדּו
ם וַ ֨ ִיּבֶ ן
֒ �הי
ִ ֱקוֹם אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר ָ ֽאמַ ר־ל֣ וֹ ָ ֽהא
֘ ָ וַ ָיּ ֹ֗באוּ ֶאל־הַ מּ9
ת־העֵ ִ ֑צים
ֽ ָ ם ֶאת־הַ ִמּזְ ֔ ֵבּחַ וַ ֽ יַּ ֽ ֲע ֖ ֹר� ֶא
֙ ָָ ֤שׁם ַאבְ ָרה
ַק ֙ד ֶאת־יִצְ ָ ֣חק בְּ נ֔ וֹ וַ יָּ ֤שֶׂ ם אֹת ֙וֹ עַ ל־הַ ִמּזְ ֔ ֵבּח
ֹ וַ ֽ יַּ ֽ ֲע
10
ם ֶאת־י ָ֔דוֹ וַ ִיּ ַ ֖קּח
֙ ָ ַויּ ְִשׁ ַ ֤לח ַאבְ ָרה:ִמ ַ ֖מּעַ ל ָ ֽלעֵ ִ ֽצים
 וַ יּ ְִק ָ ֨רא ֵא ָ֜ליו11 :חט ֶאת־בְּ נֽ וֹ
ֹ ֖ ת־ה ַ ֽמּאֲ ֶ ֑כלֶת לִ ְשׁ
ֽ ַ ֶא
מַ ל ַ ְ֤א� ְיה ָוֹ ֙ה ִמן־הַ ָשּׁ ֔ ַמיִ ם וַ ֖יּ ֹאמֶ ר ַאבְ ָר ָ ֣הם ׀
�֙ ל־תּ ְשׁ ַ ֤לח יָ ֽ ְד
ִ  ַו ֗יּ ֹאמֶ ר ַא12 :ַאבְ ָר ָ ֑הם ַו ֖יּ ֹאמֶ ר ִהנֵּ ֽ ִני

one, from Me.” 13] When Abraham looked up, his eye fell
upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burn offering in place of his son. 14] And Abraham named
that sit Adonai-yireh, whence the present saying, “On the
mount of the Lord there is vision.”
15] The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven, 16] and said, “By Myself I swear, the
Lord declares: Because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your favored one, 17] I will bestow My
blessing upon you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands on the
seashore; and your descendants shall seize the gates of
their foes. 18] All the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves by your descendants, because you have
obeyed My command.” 19] Abraham then returned to his
servants, and they departed together for Beer-sheba; and
Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba.

ל־תּעַ שׂ ל֖ וֹ ְמ ֑אוּמָ ה ִ ֣כּי ׀ עַ ָ ֣תּה י ֗ ַָדעְ ִתּי
֥ ַ ֶאל־הַ ֔ ַנּעַ ר וְ ַא
�הים֙ ֔ ַא ָתּה וְ ֥ל ֹא חָ ַ ֛שׂכְ ָתּ ֶאת־בִּ ְנ�֥ ֶאת־
ִ ֱִ ֽכּי־ ְי ֵר֤א א
13
ְ ְי ִ ֽח
 ַו ִיּ ָ֨שּׂא ַאבְ ָר ֜ ָהם ֶאת־עֵ י ֗ ָניו ַויּ ְַר ֙א:יד�֖ ִמ ֶ ֽמּנִּ י
�ֵה־איִל ַא ֕ ַחר נֶ ֽאֱ ַ ֥חז בַּ ְסּ ַ ֖ב� בְּ ַק ְרנָ ֑יו וַיֵּ ֤ ֶל
ַ ֔ וְ ִהנּ
:ם ַויִּ ַ ֣קּח ֶאת־הָ ֔ ַאיִ ל וַ יַּ ֽע ֵ ֲ֥להוּ ְלע ָ ֹ֖לה ַ ֥תּחַ ת בְּ נֽ וֹ
֙ ַָאבְ ָרה
 ַויִּ ְק ָר֧א ַאבְ ָר ָ ֛הם שֵׁ ם־הַ מָּ ֥קוֹם הַ ֖הוּא ְיהוָֹ ֣ה ׀14
:ִי ְר ֶ ֑אה אֲ שֶׁ ֙ר יֵ ָֽא ֵ ֣מר הַ יּ֔ וֹם בְּ ַ ֥הר ְיהוָֹ ֖ה יֵ ֽ ָר ֶ ֽאה
ל־אבְ ָר ָ ֑הם שֵׁ ִנ֖ית ִמן־
ַ  ַויִּ ְק ָר֛א מַ ל ַ ְ֥א� ְיהוָֹ ֖ה ֶא15
 ַו ֕יּ ֹאמֶ ר ִ ֥בּי נ ְִשׁ ַ ֖בּעְ ִתּי נְאֻ ם־ ְיהוָֹ ֑ ה ֗ ִכּי ֚ ַיעַ ן16 :הַ שָּׁ ָ ֽמ ִים
֥�ת־בּ ְנ
ִ ית ֶאת־הַ דָּ ָ ֣בר הַ ֔ ֶזּה וְ ֥ל ֹא חָ ַ ֖שׂכְ ָתּ ֶא
֙ ָ אֲ ֶ ֤שׁר עָ ֨ ִשׂ
17
 ִ ֽכּי־בָ ֵ ֣ר� אֲ ָ ֽב ֶרכְ ֗� וְ הַ ְר ֨ ָבּה ַא ְר ֶ ֤בּה ֶאת־:�יד
ֽ ֶ ֶאת־ ְי ִח
ל־שׂ ַ ֣פת ַהיָּ ֑ם
ְ ַזַ ֽ ְר ֲע ֙� כְּ כֽ וֹכְ ֵב֣י הַ שָּׁ ֔ ַמ ִים וְ ַכ ֕חוֹל אֲ ֶ ֖שׁר ע
ֹ ֽ וְ ִי ַ ֣רשׁ זַ ֽ ְרע ֲ֔� ֵ ֖את ַ ֥שׁעַ ר
�ֲ֔  וְ ִה ְת ָ ֽבּרֲ כ֣ וּ בְ ַ ֽז ְרע18 :א ְי ָ ֽביו
19
 ַויָּ ֤שָׁ ב:ֹ֖כּל גּוֹיֵ ֣י הָ ָ ֑א ֶרץ ֕ ֵע ֶקב אֲ ֶ ֥שׁר שָׁ ַ ֖מעְ ָתּ בְּ ק ִ ֹֽלי
ם ֶאל־נְעָ ָ ֔ריו וַ יּ ֻ ָ֛קמוּ וַ יֵּ ֽ ְלכ֥ וּ י ְַח ָ ֖דּו ֶאל־בְּ ֵ ֣אר
֙ ַָאבְ ָרה
:ָ ֑שׁבַ ע וַ יֵּ ֥שֶׁ ב ַאבְ ָר ָ ֖הם בִּ ְב ֵ ֥אר ָ ֽשׁבַ ע

REMEZ—UN-SELF-AWARENESS… God showed Moses a Torah of black fire written on white fire.
The negative ground on and by which all things can be read is itself a message.

V.1

Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. God said to him, “Abraham.” And he answered, “Hineni.”
ABARVANEL…This tenth trial is the only one to be labeled as “a Test,” because, unlike the other nine which
Abraham was required to carry to completion, this one was only a test—a task never to actually be done.
PLAUT… The literary pattern of this section is reminiscent of the first passage of the Abraham story: a divine
command issuing forth to set out toward an unknown place. The same unusual reflexive phrasing contains the
directive: LECH L’CHA…It is almost as though the external elements of the tale, while clear enough, hide deeper
meanings under the cover of simple words.
SARNA…This information is imparted to the reader, not divulged to Abraham…The purely probative nature of the
divine request is emphasized…The reader now knows that the son will not be slaughtered. But is the father’s faith in
God of such transcendent quality as to overcome his natural love for his heir in full consciousness that obedience to
God’s cruel request would mean the end of all his hopes and dreams, the nullification of the promises he had so often
heard from the mouth of this self-same God?
RaDAK…It is very difficult to explain the matter of God “testing” someone, seeing that God knows in advance the
outcome. What then is the point? If the point was to demonstrate to the world that Abraham passed such a test, how
could this be accomplished if only he and his son were present. He even left the lads behind…Even if Abraham told
someone what had transpired, who would have believed him?...We know that Abraham loved Isaac more than he
loved himself…The thought of this act must have been more than upsetting. If, nonetheless, he was prepared to
carry it out without hesitation, this was indeed a feat all Abraham’s descendants would marvel at—a demonstration of
his unwavering love for God..
RASHI… Hineni…Such is the response of the pious—of readiness to do the bidding of the one addressing them.
TALMUD… A God who asks man what the text appears to ask is not the true God but one whom man has
fashioned in his own image…Man often believes that God wants him to sacrifice his children/future to an imagined
demand, but then it is not God but man who is cruel. [Adapted, Ta’anit 16a]
V.4
On the third day, Abraham lifted his eyes, and saw the place from afar.
Prof E.AUERBACH…We are told nothing about the journey except that it took three days, and even that we are
told in a mysterious way. Abraham and his followers “arose early in the morning..And on the third day, Abraham lifted his
eyes and saw…” That gesture is, indeed, the only occurrence of the entire journey…The impression given is that the
journey took place in a vacuum. It is as if, while he traveled on, Abraham looked neither to the right nor the
left…The journey is like a silent progress through the indeterminate; a holding of the breath, like a blank duration
between what has passed and what lies ahead…
B’REISHIT RABBAH… “Abraham lifted his eyes, and saw the place from afar.” What did he see? He saw a cloud enveloping the
mountain, and said: This is the place where the Holy One has told me to offer Isaac up.” Abraham then said to Isaac, “My son, do
you see what I see?” And he replied, “Yes.” Said Abraham to the two servants, “Do you see?” “No,” they answered. “So, you two,
stay here with the ass…” ETZ HAYIM…Abraham, perceiving the distance between those who are sensitive to God’s Presence
and those who are blind to it, understood…what he saw. He saw HaMakom—the Presence of God on the mountaintop was afar off.

V.10-11

Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son. Then an angel an angel of the Lord called to him from Heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!!” And he answered, “Hineni.”

V.12-13

And he said: Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do a thing to him. For now I know that you fear God…And Abraham lifted his eyes, and saw a ram…

B’REISHIT RABBAH… When the Patriarch Abraham stretched forth his hand, taking the knife to slay his son, the angels wept, as
it is written, “Hark, the mighty above cry aloud; the Messengers on High weep bitterly.” [Isa 33:7] “And the angel of the Lord called unto him…”
R’ Chiya taught: Repeating. This is an expression of love. R’ Eliezer taught: The repetition indicates that he spoke to him and to
future generations. For there is no generation which does not contain men like Abraham, and no generation without men like
Jacob…R’ Isaac taught: “Abraham stretched forth his hand…” While tears streamed down his face, dropping into Isaac’s eyes. And
the angels amassed Above, what did they cry? “The highways lie waste. The wayfarer has ceased; the Covenant is broken.” [Isa 33:8]
RaDAK… God repeated to ensure Abraham’s attention!..The term “YiReH--fear” mentioned here is none other than
“AHaVaH—love,” seeing that the fear was beyond the physical, but a matter of his soul’s suffering. Abraham was
prepared to sacrifice his son to demonstrate that his love for this abstract, invisible God was greater than any physical love
TANCHUMA YASHAN… For now I know …he This cannot imply that God did not know before, but rather is understood as
Now I know how to answer those who question the cause of My love for you, seeing that you are Yireh-Adonai…[GUR ARYEH]

D’RASH—READING BETWEEN THE WORDS…
SeFAS EMES…
“For now I know that you fear God…” But was not Abraham’s service out of love? And is not
that higher than serving God out of fear? Why, then, should Torah attribute to Abraham the
“fear of God”…?
Just this was Abraham’s trial. He who had left his land and his birthplace, who’d thrown
himself into the fiery furnace, would not have considered it a trial to offer up his son. Of
course a person like Abraham, one who serves out of love, would be drawn to follow God’s
Will with his whole heart and every fiber of his being….But in this case, it really was not
God’s will that he slaughter Isaac at all! Abraham’s heart, discerning this, felt not one ounce
of love for God in connection with this act, since it was not God’s Will from the start. That
was the trial. And that is why it says “He saw the place [HaMakom] from afar,” meaning that he
saw God—HaMAKOM was far from him since this command was not at all God’s Will.
Now, after love had gone, all Abraham had left was fear…
That is why Abraham insisted that God try him no further, and prayed that God never again
be far from him. For Abraham’s path was sacred service that sprang from love…
Rabbi ART GREEN…
This is a startling interpretation, one that restores the equanimity in the relationship that seems so
greatly thrown off balance in this tale. As one who stands in an ongoing love relationship with
God, Abraham senses that this command could not bespeak the true will of his Lover. The
command is real, and Abraham has to follow, but he does so with faith that the God whom he has
known in love cannot will this thing. His God is far from him as he goes towards that mountain.
Having survived that trial, one in which he felt abandoned by a God of love, Abraham is given the
strength to say, “No more!” Never again should I or my children have to choose…In this Akedah,
both man and God are tried, tested and refined—never to be the same again.

SOD—The SELF of the UNIVERSE… God’s “I am” has the psycho-theological force not of dissolving individual selves but of
reminding us that we were never individual selves in the first place…Our selfhood endures by virtue of its participation in some greater Self,

Prof JAMES GOODMAN… [prof of History & Creative Writing, Rutgers University University]
Kierkegard thought a man’s relation to other men ought to be determined by his relationship to
God, a God for whom all things are possible, including making himself known and heard…Part of
Abraham’s trial was, and part of the terrible loneliness of faith is, the knowing and not knowing,
the certainty that lies so close to doubt, the proximity of the sacrifice that would be holy to the
temptation to sacrifice that would be sin….
…What that means is that there have been, and there still are, commentators, Muslim, Christian,
and Jewish, who insist that God didn’t ask, wouldn’t ask, and there have been, and still are,
commentators who insist that God most certainly did. And what that means is that there are some
who say that God should not have asked and there are others who reply that there is no “should”
independent of God.
…That means there are some who, teaching the Old Testament to Christian children, omit the
near sacrifice altogether, skipping from Isaac’s birth to his marriage, or who tell the story quickly
and talk a lot about Abraham’s love of God. And there are others who explain it bluntly….It would
be very scary and might even seem impossible, but “God wants to see that we trust Him all the
way.”
…That means that there are still some who imagine that Abraham killed Isaac, including the biblical
scholars who believe or suspect that the story was an E sacrifice story, transformed into an aborted
sacrifice story by a later editor, perhaps with the simple addition of verse 11-14 and the phrase “a
second time” in verse 15. Take those lines out and you will read a sacrifice story too…As Richard
Elliott Friedman puts it, “Isaac never again appears as a character in E.”
And there are others—many others—who are as sure as they are sure of anything that Abraham
stopped and sacrificed a ram instead….
That means that there are Jewish commentators who argue that Jews don’t suffer or die for God,
that Jews live for God, that the God of pain and suffering is a false god. And there are Jewish
commentators who argue that they most certainly do. For the latter, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik,
one of the twentieth century’s seminal Jewish philosophers, Talmud scholars, and teachers of
Modern Orthodoxy, is an irresistible authority. Soloveitchik once said that he “recoiled” from all
the talk of how “the observance of mitzvot is beneficial for digestion, for sound sleep, for family
harmony, and for social position.” The religious act may end in joy, but it “is fundamentally an
experience of suffering.” God says: “Offer your sacrifice!” It started with Abraham: “He was not to
fool himself in thinking that he’d get another son.” Or that he would ever forget Isaac: “Out of your
sleep you will call for Yitzchak, and when you wake up you will find your tent desolate and
forsaken.” Nevertheless, God demanded that sacrifice, and what began on that mountain continued

in the great Temples built upon it and then in the synagogue and throughout our religious lives
today: “Build an altar, arrange the pieces of wood. Kindle the fire. Take the knife to slaughter your
existence for My sake. Thus commands the awesome God. This approach is the basis of prayer.
Man surrenders himself to God. He approaches the awesome God and the approach expresses itself
in the sacrifice and Akedah of oneself.”

Dr. J.H. HERTZ…

Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his most sacred affections on the altar of his God evoked and
developed a new ideal in Israel—the ideal of martyrdom….As persecutions persisted throughout
our history, the binding of Isaac was ever in the mind of men and women who might at any
moment be given the dread alternative of either apostasy or death…
Many today have no understanding of such martyrdom. They fail to see that it represents the
highest moral triumph of humanity—unwavering steadfastness to principle, even at the cost of life.
They equally fail to see the last influence of such martyrdoms upon the character of the nation
whose history they adorn. Those who are thus blind to unconquerable courage naturally display
hostility to the whole idea of the Akedah…As Geiger exclaimed, “Only a Moloch requires human
sacrifice!” But in all human history, there is not a single noble cause, movement or achievement,
that did not call for sacrifice…Science, Liberty, Humanity, all took their toll of martyrs…Israel is
such a people…Few chapters of the bible have had a more potent influence on the life and soul of
men than our Akedah.

Rabbi LARRY KUSHNER…
The Name of the mountain MoRiYaH, means awe-full. Tradition claims it will become the
site of the Temple—the center of the world in the World to Come. Sinai, where Torah was
given, is ownerless and unknown. The holiest place known to Jews is the scene of a near
sacrifice. The Temple is built where the older generation almost kills the younger but
forbears at the last possible moment. Only a three-day’s journey from home. If you raise
your eyes, you can see it off in the distance.

