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Ben Bag Bag used to say about Torah: ”Turn it, and turn it, for everything is in it.” 
(Pirkei Avot 5:22) 

Welcome to Trope Class! 

*You are about to learn the 2000 year old art of reading Torah. The first step in 
learning to chant a Bible text is to become familiar with the trope signs; to learn their 
names, shapes and positions, above or below the word.

The chanting of Torah has always been the first and foremost way of transmitting 
our tradition. At first it was an oral tradition, with the melodies denoted by hand 
signals. Then came a system of accents which were written down. In the ninth 
century, the trope signs were arranged systematically by Aaron ben Asher of 
Tiberias. Every printed edition of the Bible since then has carried the same marks. 

Through the centuries the Jews found themselves in communities widely separated 
from each other. They probably each used the same tunes originally heard in 
Palestine, but as time went on, some of the notes were forgotten. 

When the State of Israel was established in 1948 and refugees from widely scattered 
Jewish communities were together again in their own land, there were at least 
seventy different versions of the trope tunes from around the world. You will be 
learning the Ashkenazic trope system according to the Eastern European tradition, 
most commonly used in North American Reform congregations. 

It is our hope that this class will start you on a lifelong journey of Talmud Torah, the 
study of Torah. 

B’hatzlacha (Good Luck)! 

The Clergy, Staff, and Membership of Larchmont Temple

*This book was designed by our previous Music & T'filah Coordinator, Dave Cohn, based on A.W. 
Binder, Biblical Chant, Sheldon Levin, The New Bar/Bat Mitzvah Book, and Cantor Josee 
Wolff’s introduction to the URJ’s The Art of Torah Cantillation.

Trope signs show 3 important things: 

1. The accent of a word
2. The melody- how the word is chanted
3. The punctuation of a phrase...comma or period
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Etnach’ta Clause - t·�T �j�b �, 
t
1. Mer’cha t¬�f �r��n

¬
Examples

o¬
,h�h �v��u /1

o¬�T �r �J �eU /2

r 
n¬«H �u /3

h¬�v�h /4
Exercises
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Etnach’ta Clause - t·�T �j�b �, 
t
2. Tip’cha t­�j �P �y

­
Examples

oh­�J«s �e /1

,I ­t�k /2

oh­�v«k't /3

�gh ­�e �r /4
Exercises

Practice (Mer’cha, Tip’cha)

oh­�J«s �e o¬
,h�h �v��u /1
,I ­t�k o¬�T �r �J �eU /2

oh­�v«k't r 
n¬«H �u /3
�gh ­�e �r h¬�v�h /4
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Etnach’ta Clause - t·�T �j�b �, 
t
3. Munach j́�B +n

´
Examples

ih́ �cU /1

t �́r �e /2

h �́v�h /3

QI,́ �C /4
Exercises

Practice (Mer’cha,Tip’cha, Munach)

ih́ �cU rI ­t �v ih¬�C /1
t �́r �e o�h­�N �v v¬
u �e �n�kU /2

h �́v�h oh­�v«k't r 
n¬«H �u /3
QI,́ �C �gh ­�e �r h¬�v�h /4
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Etnach’ta Clause - t·�T �j�b �, 
t
4. Etnach’ta t·�T �j�b �, 
t

·
Examples

Q 
J«·j �v /1

oh·�N�h /2

rI ·t /3

o�h·�N �v /4
Exercises

Practice (Mer’cha,Tip’cha, Munach, Etnach’ta)

Q 
J«·j �v ih́ �cU rI ­t �v ih¬�C /1
oh·�N�h t �́r �e o�h­�N �v v¬
u �e �n�kU /2

rI ·t h �́v�h oh­�v«k't r 
n¬«H �u /3
o�h·�N �v QI,́ �C �gh ­�e �r h¬�v�h /4
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Sof-Pasuk Clause - eU �x�P-;Ix
1. Sof-Pasuk eU �x�P-;Ix

�
Examples

:. 
r��t �v /1

:Q 
J« �j �v /2

:o��,«t /3

:h ��J �6 �v /4
Exercises

Practice (Mer’cha,Tip’cha, Mer’cha, Sof-Pasuk)

:. 
r��t �v ,¬�t �u o�h­�n �6 �v ,¬�t /1
:Q 
J« �j �v ih¬�cU rI ­t �v ih¬�C /2
:o��,«t t¬�r�C v­�c �e�bU r¬�f�z /3

:h ��J �6 �v oI¬h r 
e« ­c-h �v ���u c 
r¬
g-h �v�h��u /4
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Katon Clause- i« ºy �e
1. Kad’ma t �̧n �s �e

¸
Examples

r 
̧J:t /1

Uş �rU /2

r �̧n �t /3

v
̧z /4
Exercises
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Katon Clause- i« ºy �e
2. Mah’pach Q³�P �v �n

³
Examples

h �,t³�mIv /1

,³�d �s �C /2

v³�C �r �v /3

Ub³�n:j��b�h /4
Exercises

Practice (Kadmah, Mah’pach)

/1 r 
̧J:t h �,t³�mIv
,³�d �s �C Uş �rU /2

v³�C �r �v r �̧n �t /3
Ub³�n:j��b�h v
̧z /4
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Katon Clause- i« ºy �e
3. Pash’ta Æt �y �J �P

Æ
Examples

/1 Æo
f �, 
t

Æo�H �v /2

Æv 
C �r �t /3

ÆUbÆ �G:g��N �n /4
Exercises

Practice (Kadmah, Mah’pach, Pash’ta)

/1 r 
̧J:t Æo
f �, 
t h �,t³�mIv
Æo�H �v ,³�d �s �C Uş �rU /2

Æv 
C �r �t v³�C �r �v r �̧n �t /3
ÆUbÆ �G:g��N �n Ub³�n:j��b�h v
̧z /4
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Katon Clause- i« ºy �e
4. Munach j́�B +n

´
Examples

/1 . 
r´
t �n

;Iǵ �cU /2

Q́ �bIc �M �g /3

iIć �M �g��nU /4
Exercises

Practice (Kadmah, Mah’pach, Pash’ta, Munach)

/1 r 
̧J:t . 
r´
t �n Æo
f �, 
t h �,t³�mIv
;Iǵ �cU Æo�H �v ,³�d �s �C Uş �rU /2

Q́ �bIc �M �g Æv 
C �r �t v³�C �r �v r �̧n �t /3
iIć �M �g��nU ÆUbÆ �G:g��N �n Ub³�n:j��b�h v
̧z /4
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Katon Clause- i« ºy �e
5. Katon i« ºy �e

º
Examples

/1 o�h �ºr �m �n

/2 o�h �ºn �6 �v

/3 Qº�b«r��v �u

/4 Ubh º�s�h
Exercises

Practice (Kadmah, Mah’pach, Pash’ta, Munach, Katon)

/1 r 
̧J:t o�h �ºr �m �n . 
r´
t �n Æo
f �, 
t h �,t³�mIv
o�h �ºn �6 �v ;Iǵ �cU Æo�H �v ,³�d �s �C Uş �rU /2

Qº�b«r��v �u Q́ �bIc �M �g Æv 
C �r �t v³�C �r �v r �̧n �t /3
Ubh º�s�h iIć �M �g��nU ÆUbÆ �G:g��N �n Ub³�n:j��b�h v
̧z /4
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R’vi’i/T’vir Clauses- r²h �c �,qh À�gh �c �r
1. Munach (start of clause) j́�B +n

´
Examples

k«́f �u /1

ḱ �ft«, /2

o �́s �t��v /3

/4 v́�Iv�h
Exercises
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R’vi’i/T’vir Clauses- r²h �c �,qh À�gh �c �r
2. Munach (continuation) j́�B +n

´
Examples

�jh �́G /1

UB́ 
N �n /2

,t«́z /3

oh �́v«k't /4
Exercises

Practice (Munach, Munach)

�jh �́G k«́f �u /1
UB́ 
N �n ḱ �ft«, /2
,t«́z o �́s �t��v /3

oh �́v«k't v́�Iv�h /4
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R’vi’i/T’vir Clauses- r²h �c �,qh À�gh �c �r
3. R’vi’i h À�gh �c �r

À
Examples

v À
s �¬ �v /1

h �ÀF /2

o �g À�P �v /3

v À�n �s:t��vFi �n /4
Exercises

Practice (Munach, Munach, R’vi’i)

v À
s �¬ �v �jh �́G k«́f �u /1
h �ÀF UB́ 
N �n ḱ �ft«, /2

o �g À�P �v ,t«́z o �́s �t��v /3
v À�n �s:t��vFi �n oh �́v«k't v́�Iv�h /4
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R’vi’i/T’vir Clauses- r²h �c �,qh À�gh �c �r
4. Dar’ga t̄�D �r �S

¯
Examples

t �̄r �e�H �u /1

Q
r̄�c�h �u /2

,Is̄�kI �, /3

/4 Ik̄-t �r �e�h
Exercises
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R’vi’i/T’vir Clauses- r²h �c �,qh À�gh �c �r
5. T’vir r²h �c �,

²
Examples

/1 oh²�v«k't

o²�,«t /2

o�h²�n �6 �v /3

o²�s �t��v /4
Exercises

Practice (Dar’ga, T’vir)

oh²�v«k't t �̄r �e�H �u /1
o²�,«t Q
r̄�c�h �u /2

o�h²�n �6 �v ,Is̄�kI �, /3
o²�s �t��v Ik̄-t �r �e�h /4
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The Sh'ma (Deut. 6:4-9; Num.15:40-41)

: 1o�I ;,,;,, 1)"tf?� ;,,;,, ?�1tv� Y'-t1tv 
I • J '- J n 

Love Adonai your God with every heartbeat 

With every breath, with every conscious act, 

Keep in mind the words I command you today, 

Teach them to your children, talk about them at work 

Whether you are tired or you are rested. 

Let them guide the work of your hands; 

Keep them in the forefront of your vision. 

Do not leave them at the doorway of your house, 

Or outside your gate. 

They are reminders to do all of My mitzvot, 

So that you can be holy for God, 

I am Adonai your God. 

I led out of Egypt to become your God, 

I am Adonai your God. 
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